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Excerpts from Bullwhip Days

(Interviews of Former Slaves)

The slaves are put in stalls like the pens they use for cattle—a man
and his wife with a child on each arm. And theres a currtain,
sometimes just a sheet over the front of the stall, so the bidders
can't see the “stock” too soon. The overseer’s standin’ just outside
with a big blacksnake whip and a pepperbox pistol in his belt. Across
the square 2 little piece, theres a big platform with steps leadin’
to it.

Then, they pulls up the curtain, and the bidders is crowdin’
around. Them in back can’t see, so the overseer drives the slaves out
to the platform, and he tells the ages of the slaves and what they can
do. They have white gloves there, and one of the bidders rakes a pair
of gloves and rubs his fingers over a man'’s teeth, and he says to the
overseer, “You call this buck rwenty years old? Why theres cup
worms in his teeth. He’s forry years old, if hes a day.” So chey knock
this buck down for a rhousand dollars. They calls the men “bucks”
and the women "wenches.”

When the slaves is on cthe placform—what they calls che
“block”~the overseer yells, “Tom or Jason, show the bidders how
you walk."” Then, the slaves step across the platform, and the biddin'
Starts.

At these slave auctions, the overseer yells, “Say, you bucks and
~wenches, get in your hole. Come out here.” Then, he makes 'em hop,
... makes ‘em trot, he makes 'em jump. "How much,” he yells, “for
“this buck? A thousand? Eleven hundred? Twelve hundred dollars?”
Then, the bidders makes offers accordin’ to size and build.

—JAMES MARTIN
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'Bout de middle of de evenin’, up rid my young marster on his hoss,
an’ up driv’ two scrange white mens in a buggy. Dey hitch deir hosses
an’ come in de house, which skeered me. Den, one o’ de strangers said,
“Gir yo' clothers, Mary. We has boughr yo' from Mr. Shorter.” [
c'menced cryin' an' beggin' Mr., Shorter not to let 'em take me away.
Bur he said, “Yes, Mary, | has sole yer, an’ yer must go wid 'em.”

Den, dose scrange mens, whose names [ ain't never knowed, tuk
me an' put me inde buggy an’ driv’ off wid me, me hollerin’ at de cop
o’ my voice an’ callin’ my ma. Den, dem speculataws begin to sing
loud, jes’ to drown out my hollerin’.

Us passed de very fiel' whar Paw an’ all my folks wuz wukkin', an' I
calt our as loud as I could an’ as long as I could see 'em, "Good-bye,
Ma! Good-bye, Ma!" Burt she never heard me. Naw sah, dem white
mens wuz singin’ so loud, Ma couldn’ hear me. An’ she couldn’ see
me, 'cause dey had me pushed down out o' sight on de flo’ o' de
buggy.

[ain't never seed nor heard tell o' my ma an' paw, an’ brothers, an’

sisters, from dat day to dis.
—MARY FERGUSON



